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PROM OUR PRESIDENT

My Dear Sister Presvyteres~

It is with great joy that I greet you and welcome to
this edition of the NSP newsletter. In this issue we have
stepped away from the usual format in order to take an oppor-
tunity to focus on an important upcoming event. Our NSP
3" Bi-ennial Retreat!

This retreat will be taking place October 10-13, 2003
at the Antiochian Village Retreat Center, in Ligonier, PA.
Our retreat master for the weekend is Father Nicholas Krom-
mydas of Weston, MA. Father Nick is a wonderful speaker
and motivator, and was so gracious to except our invitation to
be our leader for the retreat. Fr. Nick, as well and the Na-
tional Board, is excited about the chance to spend time to-
gether.

As those of you who have been to one of our retreats
know, it is a very exciting and fun event. Not only is the re-
treat exciting and fun, but also important to all of us as Pres-
vyteres. We truly need to come together as a unified body.
To take time to explore and share our concerns, issues, and
strengthens. I believe and know the opportunities to be with
others in the same walk of life has given me the much needed
encouragement to handle day-to-day life, not only on the par-
ish level, but also at home and within my marriage. What is
the really interesting twist to the whole thing is most of the
times I don’t think that I need a retreat or the fellowship, but
come to find out I always walk away feeling renewed and re-
assured, that in this walk of life, I am not alone.

I know that being away from the family and your par-
ish for a weekend is a sacrifice and takes some planning (as
well as cooperation from your husbands). But also know this
it is truly a much needed, fun, relaxing, rejuvenating, wonder-
ful weekend. This weekend is a gift of working towards a bet-
ter self that we don’t give to ourselves, or our families enough.
So ladies please read about the retreat, mark it on your cal-
endars, and make sure that you are there.

With Much love~ Angie

Martha and Mary
Patron Saints of the NSP
Feast Day ~ June 4

Troparion  Tone Three

You fervently believed in
Christ and His marvelous acts,
0 Martha and Mary, sisters of Lazarus.
You were adorned with virtues
and were found worth to be
mimbered with the Saints;
together with holy Lazarus,
pray to God for us.
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As presvyteres, the joys and burdens of ministry that you have willingly chosen to share with your
husband intersect many dimensions of family, spiritual, personal, and professional life. Yours is a devotion
that touches the lives of countless people in very unique ways, a love that is truly selfless, a commitment that is
worthy of the highest levels of respect and admiration.

Because of your unique love and devotion, the special support and understanding which only sister
presvyteres can provide to one another is essential in so many cases for sustained health and well-being. For
this reason, the National Sisterhood of Presvyteres comprises an invaluable community throughout our Arch-
diocese, one that substantially contributes to the spiritual lives of individuals, families, and communities
throughout our country.

In the well-known account of Mary and Martha’s encounter with Jesus (Luke 10:38-42), we acquire
a beautiful glimpse into the special bond shared between sisters. The significance of Mary and Martha’s en-
counter with the Lord rests in the knowledge that our acts of service and devotion, no matter how well-
intentioned, must always be placed in proper perspective to our relationship with the living Christ.

To you who are the wives of clergy, this is an especially pertinent insight. In the face of external pres-
sures and expectations, it is important to remember, like Mary, that ore thing is needful (Luke 10:42); namely,
the cultivation of our relationship with God. In attending to the needs of the retired and widowed among you,
and by supporting one another through the Confidential Assistance program, the Sister to Sister outreach pro-
gram, and the newly established Listening Connection, your service illustrates a clear focus, rooted precisely in
cultivating vibrant relationships with God and with one another. Your love and care for one another, and your
utmost devotion and sacrifice, offers to others in our contemporary society a most exemplary model, one
which encourages the cultivation of that which is best among human beings.

As we strive to be faithful to the teachings of the Lord, and to offer His message of love and eternal
life to others, our clergy and our faithful are greatly indebted to the good work of the National Sisterhood of
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countless persons and families.

As you continue in your important work, please be assured of my fervent prayers for the constant
growth of your sacred ministries of love and support for one another. May you always communicate the love
and power of the Holy Spirit, and may you bring the many others, whom God will send to you, ever closer to
Jesus Christ, our etemal Lord and Savior.

tDEMETRIOS
Archbishop of America
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